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Burn Decontamination

Known risk of contamination to facility/personnel during
mass casualty events

Concern for secondary contamination of facility /personnel
in non-mass casualty events

Burn victims exposed to product of incomplete combustion

Methamphetamine production/explosion, MVC gas/diesel
exposure



Burn Decontamination

Challenged by colleagues

Literature review: best practice, protocols

Internal survey of nurses in ED, Trauma unit and WMAC

MTQIP query Michigan Level I and II centers



MTQIP Survey Results

* Completed: 32% TMDs, 50% (n=17) TPMs
* 69% decon burn patients

* Chem 65%, Flame 29%, Thermal 24%, Elec 12%



MTQIP Survey Results

* Decon Protocol use: 69% yes
* Decon Protocol usage: provider discretion 55%

* Additional data points: products used, burn volumes, Level |
or II, university vs community



Next Steps

* Publish in a peer reviewed journal
* National survey

* Potential to develop/disseminate best practices in burn
decontamination
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